MM G ST O F 'P'E A GE N

A DOCUME

THE STORY

middle of the night and forced to become a child
* soldier or sex slave. Imagine trying to sleep, as your
ﬁ&ends go missing everyday, wondering if you will
be next. Now, imagine many of the people you
know and love will soon die and most of the world
has no 1dca what is happéning to you G :

Teenagers hkc Scovia and 13 othcrs dont have to
imagine, this is their life. Having escaped their
rebel abductors, these teens and their families are

now living together in camps for internally dis-
placcd pcrsons (IDP.) At the height of the insur-
gency in northern Uganda, these camps were. in

such depraved conditions that approximately 1,000

pcople died each week.

Their stories of suffering and resilience have never

" been told...until now.

“THE FILM

Staging Hope: Acts of Peace in Northern Uganda

is a documentary film that follows a team of actors,

playwrights, and activists who use theater to help
these children explore the traumatic events. they

have been through. Through dramatizing their
__stories, the teens are able to share their voices with
- the community and the world.

UN l A RY. FILM

- produced by MELISSA FITZGERALD and KATY S. FOX
L\LLlltI\(. prnduu.h « I\l)\ LANDON. JOHN PRENDERGAST and MARTIN SHE LP\

- Imagine you are a teenager who is abductcd in the

= homc are his parcnts able to aoccpr him?”
: Stagmg Hopc is an authcnnc fcaturc length docu-

music, and dance. It shows how actors, play-

- hope. ‘The film gives us a strong glimpse into the

s "]praythat this drama will help Francis ini his

" others the skills he learns.”

N O*R T-H-ERBEN - U G-A N DA

The filth captures the incre(,iibl_cl humanity and
emotion between the children and adults as they
construct dramatic theater performances based on

 their lives. The short plays address HIV/AIDS, |

peace, and reconciliation. It poses- the taboo|
question; “When an escapcd child soldier returns|

mentary with pérsonal accounts, live performances,

wrights, and children collaboratc to tell a personal
story of suffering, resilience, war, forgiveness, and

vulnerable moments and powerful bonds that

connect all of us as humans, no ‘matter where we
live or what we have gone through.

future life and that it will give him courage to teach




“THE IMPACT

irrently, t _1"'" plays are rcachmg Amcncan audi-

- enees as students, professional actors, and volun-

 teers across the United States are performing the

readings. Parts of these plays have been pcrformed

by former “West Wing” actors Dulé Hill, Allison
Janney, Janel Moloncy, and Martm Shecn )

The main factor in this area is peace.
= peace_’ﬁd in this country. And I thought when we

& pick something [rom it and i will bring peace.”

“I signed up for the drama progmm”bemusé &
thought it would make people in our area change.
Basically, drama is about peace and reconciliation.
We are not

. make this drama very well, I will play it, people will

John Prendergast, Lxecutlve Producer
“The film will bring these stories to audiences
worldwide, not only illuminating the situation in
northern Uganda but giving tools and opportu-
nity to become mvolved and to act to bring the

atrocities to an en

More than just building a stage, Staging Hope
; prowdes a platform for these teens to share their

stories, hopes and dreams. In addition to discover- |
ing talen% they find the couragc to share their: | -
voices. e

The Voices of Uganda 'tear_n has becn engaged in a
grassroots awareness and advocacy campaign

throughout the U.S. For more information and to

view thc muler, please visit thcﬁlm s website.
http //Www stagmgh@pc com

e Contacts .
- Katy S. Fox, Produeer
.t 310.383.1104 ‘
. e. kfox@voicesofuganda.org
Melissa Fitzgerald, Producer
i t.310.729.2457 -
e mﬁtzgerald@vmccsoﬁlganda org

- _ Scowa,
“Wﬁat l Ixée abam‘ the drama about
E[V/A[D.S is it can educate people how fo

protect rﬁmgﬁej against the disease. ”
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